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     A hostage has been taken 
in Pakistan; the chances of his 
survival are slim to none.  
     Enter Yugo Beppu, the world’s 
greatest private negotiator.  With 
keen intellect, quick wits and 
indomitable willpower, he’s got a 
reputation for getting hostages 
released unharmed.
    So, when the negotiations in 
Pakistan break down, Yugo is 
called on the scene to deal with a 
fierce anti-government faction.
     Now, all of Yugo’s psycho-
logical strategies will be put to 
the test as he faces off with a 
fearsome killer who left the last 
negotiator dead at his feet.  
     Walking a dangerous line 
between the powerful military 
and ruthless guerrillas, it will take 
more than words for Yugo to sur-
vive in the blazing desert.
     “Yugo the Negotiator” is an 
anime that may not appeal to ev-
eryone because it doesn’t have 
that sci-fi, over-the-top action that 
many anime have.
     Rarely, do I have opportuni-
ties to watch anime that covers 

current events where the main 
character doesn’t have superpow-
ers or some unique special ability 
and that is one reason why I enjoy 
“Yugo the Negotiator” so much.  
     With action and suspense, I 
was very into this anime and very 
surprised by it’s enticing storyline.
     The first episode deals with the 
hostage’s daughter going to Yugo 
and pleading for him to take on 
this case.
     Also, a look back at how the 
last negotiator failed and to see 
how ruthless the enemy aka Da-
coits are.
     The second episode deals 
with Yugo doing his research and 
learning more about the enemy 
and what it would take to secure 
the hostage’s release which 
means being in between the Paki-
stan army and the Dacoits.
     Also, how Yugo and friend 
work a release for a slave (prosti-
tute/dancer).
     The third episode deals with 
Yugo and the girl walking through 
the desert and being captured by 
the Dacoits.

     The DVD features an anime 
filled with a lot of neutrals and 
darkness.  Sunlight to show in-
tense heat but the video quality 
is nicely done for a TV series.
     The audio features dialogue 
in English via 5.1 and Japanese 
2.0.  I will say that I enjoyed both 
dialogue, as the English dubbing 
is very well done.
     Special features include a 
“What is Yugo the Negotiator?” 
featurette, 3 video interviews 
with the Japanese staff and 
cast.  Japanese depiction of 
Pakistan commentary.  Personal 
dossiers and the clean opening 
and closing themes.
     Although we have seen many 
romantic comedies that depict a 
storyline that is close to reality, 
what I like about “Yugo the Ne-
gotiator” is that this man is put 
through a test.  He’s not a great 
fighter, he’s definitely no match 
physically against the leader of 
the Dacoits but his traits as a 
successful negotiator is what 
makes him a wonderful charac-
ter.
     An anime featuring an ex-
cellent storyline so far that will 
intrigue the viewer that wants 
something different from what is 
currently out there.  
     The anime is almost like a 
Hollywood movie (or can be 
made into one).  Take Japan’s 
top negotiator and put him in a 
hot spot to negotiate the release 
of a hostage.  “City Hunter” this 
is not.
     “Yugo the Negotiator” is defi-
nitely worth checking out!
     
— DENNIS A. AMITH
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