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BOOMERS GONE WILD!

With a fantastic storyline and beautiful anima-
tion, “Parasite Dolls” is one of the best anime

titles on DVD in 2004! 47 Cbennéo A Anith

PARASITE DOLLS
Suggested for 17+, 95 minutes, 2002
(ADV Films)

One of the coolest anime series
ever created was “Bubblegum Cri-
sis”, which depicted a society that
was dependent on androids a.k.a.
“boomers”.

Created by the Genom Cor-
poration, these boomers look and
function like humans with jobs as
waitresses, construction workers,
policeman and many other type of
jobs that also extends to the dark
underground of city life such as
prostitution.

We know through anime series
such as “Bubblegum Crisis” and
“AD Police” that more and more
boomers have gone out of control
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and some have gone on killing
rampages. So, a special military-
like police division called the AD
Police was created to stop these
renegade boomers.

We also know that the Genom
Corporation, the creator of the
boomers, may be responsible for
creating these renegade boomers.

“Parasite Dolls” is a fantastic
anime series which is a side story
that takes place in that “Bubble-
gum Crisis” universe and focuses
on “The Branch”, a small (and
secretive) division within the AD
Police that is more or less an in-
vestigative division. which operates
with no rules

The anime focuses on Branch

member Buzz, the lead detective
who worked for the AD Police

but through unfortunate circum-
stances, lost his wife due to a
boomer attack. With his feelings
towards boomers, he acciden-
tally killed a young girl who he
thought was a boomer and since
then, has never used firearms.

Other team members include
Reiko Michaelson, the tomboy-
ish/gun crazy member who has
an interest in Buzz. Kimball, the
partner of Buzz who happens to
be a boomer. Myers, the com-
puter hacker and other support-
ing characters like their mysteri-
ous division chief, Takahashi and
Eliza “Angel” Lynch who helps
the team out with important
information.

As for the storyline, originally
released in Japan as three OAV’s,
the series has been spliced
together as a feature film and
has been entered at several film
festivals.

The first storyline arc focuses
on “Day One”, which is more or
less an introductory episode to
the characters and showing the
beginning of renegade boomers.

The second arc takes place
a year later in which the team
are trying to go after a renegade
boomer that is killing prostitute
boomers. This arc introduces the
viewer to a notion that perhaps
there are boomers out there that
have emotions.

'The third and final arc takes
place five years later and is where
“Parasite Dolls” truly shines.
With beautiful animation and
storyline that sets up an explosive
finale. A finale that I best not
explain but just recommend for
you to see. It’s that impressive!

One thing that really stood
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what are we watching on dvd

out is how unique and difterent
this anime series was compared to
the other BGC/ADP storylines.

Although the previous series
had the longevity for character
development, “Parasite Dolls”
shines on its own because al-
though you learn little of the
characters, the storyline shows a
side towards the boomers that the
other series really hasn't focused
on.

How people in society feel
towards boomers. From hatred, to
understanding and perhaps even
love.

It was quite a sight to see how
perceptions change with certain
characters and how they are all
faced wondering if boomers are
just androids? Are they just tools
for society? Are they more than
that?

As for the DVD, I watched it
in Japanese dialogue and switched
from time-to-time on certain
scenes to see how the English
dubbed dialogue was. I was defi-
nitely please by both dialogue and
the voice acting is well done.

As for the audio, there was use
with the surround sound and for
certain scenes, the sound effects
were very good with sound com-
ing from different speaker posi-
tions.

As for the video, the all, the
video transfer from OAV to fea-
ture film looks great! Especially
when you get to the third arc of
the series.

As for special features, there is
a music video for the theme song
“Get on the Beat”. Also, an ex-
clusive promo shown at anime fair

2002, the original Japanese video
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Mov. 19 (Fi) 8P-128: NYTs Advonced Inferactive Nightiife, Gamers Nite Groove!
Play the best video gomes from 2004 whike you groove o live chiptune music.

Nov. 20 (Sat) - Nov. 21 [Sunj: Two full days of the best Anime from 2004. Full lengih
premiene film screenings and episode?'prrgmiare:s from the newest serals in Japan!

Throughout the 3 d can lou
and DVD releases fram all of theill

out in our Exhibitor's Pavillion, featuring TV
Jopanese production studios.

Lots of exdusive confent direct from Japan, spedial guest appearances and

discussion panels,
round frip fickets fo Tokyo!
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tasly Japanese snacks, free gifts, and enfer fo win two
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Tickets are now on sale at the box office! 212.220.1460 + M.mbempuc.mu
Complete eMerGy Festival info: hitp://energy.newyork-tokyo.com
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SHARP

promo and production sketches.
Included are the character profiles,
previews. Also, a mini poster is
included in the DVD case.

All in all, there is not much to
dislike about “Paraside Dolls”.

Anime purists may be disap-
pointed that the DVD is pre-
sented not as three OAV episodes
but were spliced (only one open-
ing/ending theme) to create one
movie and it is understandable if
they are wanting a non-modified
version of the series.

Personally, I actually liked it as
a film version.

This anime is a definite must
watch for fans of the Bubblegum
Crisis/AD Police series. With a
solid storyline and great anima-
tion, “Parasite Dolls” is definitely
one of the best anime titles I have
seen all year. A
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