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#244. 'A fact remarked by many thoughtful Occidentals is the astonishing difficulty -


indeed the impossibility - of becoming genuinely and intimately acquainted with the


Japanese.' S.L. Gulick, 1903





#247. 'The coldness and the insincerity of the Japanese are qualities which we have


largely invented for them, to save us the trouble of learning their truths, and of cultivating


the power to read their subtle expressions.' Marie C. Stopes, 1910





#175. 'One can preach a long time on sin before getting the people properly to


understand it. The Japanese are really without any sense of sin, and have no word in


their language to express the idea exactly.' Rev. R.B. Peery, 1897





#166. 'Excessive liberty of speech is common to the Japanese of every rank, but it must


not be confounded with laxity in morals, which, even among unmarried women, is much


less general than we might be tempted to suppose.' Aime Humbert, 1874





#22. 'I never saw a baby bullied, and I do not remember to have seen one child cry, or


maltreat another, or hurt a hen.' J.F. Campbell, 1876





#290. 'Good humor is the keynote of the Japanese character, and strangers are treated


with a sympathetic courtesy and hospitality unequaled in any other country.' Katherine


Stokes, 1913





#82. 'A Japanese year fairly teems with holidays -- the flimsiest, most shadowy excuse


being seized upon for putting aside work and going a-larking.' Miss M. St J. Bramhall,


1894





#314. 'Marriage with a Japanese woman is now exceedingly rare. In the eyes of the


foreign community such a union constitutes a social blunder of the first order.' E. Bruce


Milford, 1913





#295. 'You probably know that Tokyo is a terrible place for malicious scandal. One of


the regular ways here of attacking any person that is disliked is by means of scandalous


stories, make up on a foundation of truth, or cunningly fit ted in with some well-known


facts...' Miss A.M. Bacon, 1893





#56. 'The habit [of Japanese women] of painting the lips with a reddish-yellow pigment,


and of heavily powdering the face and throat with pearl powder, is a repulsive one.'


Isabella Bird, 1880





#188. 'One of the first things which struck me was the resemblance between life in


Japan and life in Italy. The Japanese are the Italians, as the Chinese are the Germans,


of the East, and the masses present the same curious contrast of penurious economy


with shiftlessness.' C.R.Stratton, 1910





#38. 'It is almost impossible for a foreigner really to understand the natures of Japanese


women. Up to a certain point, a Japanese lady is apparently friendly, as she greets one


on meeting with that easy grace and courtesy which is one of her peculiar charms. But


one seldom becomes more intimate.' T.E.M., 1905





#248. 'There is absolutely no vulgarity about these people. It is true that women smoke,


but they whiff so daintily at their little bamboo pipes that it never strikes one as


unfeminine.' Mrs E.A. Gordon,1903





#286. 'Will it be believed that foreigners have sometimes been found so boorish as to


turn up their noses at food set before them by a Japanese host, or at least to show by


their supercilious manner their contempt for the native mode of life?' William Gray


Dixon, 1882





#127. 'An erroneous impression prevails with respect to the common morality and


lewdness of the Japanese. As a people, they are the most virtuous, individually and


collectively, of an nation extant.' K. Cornwallis, 1859





#291. 'I have never been able to be amused rather than angered at the sight, common


enough even now, of a fat English or American woman jabbing a little Japanese man


with her parasol in order to make him run faster.' George Trumbull Ladd, 1910. (He's


referring to a ricksshaw man, rather than making a general comment!)





#29. As to the habits of the Japanese, the only one that was at all offensive was the


expectoral activity of a small minority.' Capt. G.J. Younghusband, 1894





#12. 'The women have faces like mustard plasters, the men are even worse provided --


null, broken-nosed and ratty of eye.' T.W.H. Crosland, 1904





#2. 'Japan makes one love her and hate her from day to day, from hour to hour. She is


like April weather, with its sun and rain, like her own ever-changing mountain.' Marie


Stopes, 1910.





#217. 'I have an idea that the Japanese are a peculiarly headachey race. They are


incessantly complaining of this malady, as might indeed be predicted from their


nervous, excitable, quicksilvery demeanour.' Henry Knollys, 1887





#22. 'I never saw a baby bullied, and I do not remember to have seen one child cry, or


maltreat another, or hurt a hen.' J.F. Campbell, 1876.





#123. 'The Japanese criticism of England is curious. They saw that we are dirty, lazy,


and superstitious. The charge of dirtiness is based on our failure to take a daily hot bath


after the Japanese custom, but the many worthy muscular Christians who take a cold tub


every morning will resent this heathen insult.' Sir Charles Eliot, 1907.





#51. 'It is true that the majority of women, in Japan as elsewhere, have ugly or imperfect


figures; but the proportion of well-rounded, symmetrical shapes to be seen at these


baths is larger than one might expect.' Henry T. Finck, 1893.





#176. 'From our friends here we always hear the same story, viz., that their greatest sins


are licentiousness and untruthfulness; the latter is with them no sin, the former only after


marriage.' H. Wilkinson, 1883.





#95. 'It seems strange that among a nation of nature-lovers like the Japanese, outdoor


games have found so little favour.' Evelyn Adam, 1910.





#239. 'There has never been that prosy or serious feeling about life that there has with


us. It is to be feared, however, that they are losing some of their light-heartedness, and


will soon be addicted to hurry, bustle, and nervous anxiety to make money, like the


Americans.' J.C. Calhoun Newton, 1902.





#37. '[The Japanese are] laborious, industrious, greedy of gain, tainted with a


constitutional affectation, hereditary insignificance, and incurable monkeyishness.'


Pierre Loti, 1889





#70. 'As regards the play itself, I dare not tell you one word of the story; it is glaringly,


outrageously indecent, beyond any idea which could be possibly conceived...But the


audience, largely composed of girls, innocently beautiful, are in fits of laughter, like


children at a pantomime.' Henry Knollys, 1887





#37. 'The Japanese women are gentle and affable, and move around as noiselessly as


little pussy-cats.' L. Mervin Maus, 1911





#288. 'My guide is intensely Japanese, his patriotism has all the weakness and strength


of personal vanity, and he thinks everything inferior that is foreign. Our manners, eyes,


and modes of eating appear simply odious to him.' Isabella Bird, 1880


