A guide to teaching English in Japan 








          An inevitably incomplete but, I hope, useful guide 





To begin with...





This site is intended eventually to be a centre for information about teaching English in


Japan. It's still in the planning stages, but I'm hoping to be able to provide something


fairly useful for those teaching out here, and those hoping to start. 





                   Where to find a job?


                   What papers do I need?


                   What else do I need?


                   Who can help me? 





Where to find a job?





Once you're in Japan, the obvious place to look is the Japan Times every Monday, but


on the internet, you can try looking up the Ohayo-Sensei home page, always worth


checking to see what's available in Japan. Unfortunately, the best jobs tend to be found


by personal introduction, or by word of mouth. Nationals of the English-speaking


countries could apply for the JET (Japan Exchange and Training) programme, which


places teachers in state-run junior-high and high schools for up to three years. The


money's good; information from the Japanese embassy in your home country. 





What papers do I need?





Of course, you will need a passport. In order to teach here, you will need a valid working


visa. You'll need a sponsor, which usually means an employer. Since most jobs are


found in-country, it's obviously a little difficult to have a visa sorted before you come to


Japan. The usual way around this is to arrive in Japan on tourist visa, usually good for


90 days, and start searching for jobs after arriving. Then, once you have a job, you have


to get sponsorship documents from your employer; he will know what is required. The


next stage is to leave the country; a tourist visa cannot be changed to a working one


inside Japan. Many employers will in fact pay for a weekend in Seoul, but this is not


guaranteed. 





Usually, teachers have the status of "specialist in humanities and international relations.'


possibly indicating that the government doesn't take them seriously as teachers.


Professor visas usually only go to those who actually hold the rank of professor at a


university, and to JET teachers. 


Nationals of Australia, Canada and New Zealand can apply for working holiday visas,


but there are limits on renewal and duration, as well as the kind of work that the holders


of these visas can do. 





What else do I need?





The most important thing is a university degree. It is a requirement for anybody hoping


to apply for a working visa to teach. It's also a requirement for many jobs. The subject


doesn't really matter all that much; rightly or wrongly, a BA in modern languages will


often carry no more weight than a BSc in some obscure science, even though you may


feel that it is much more relevant.


A certification of some kind in teaching English is very useful. It's not essential for finding


a first job, but to get any kind of promotion, it is extremely useful. A master's degree is


rapidly becoming a de facto requirement for college teaching poations, so it would be a


good idea to start looking into post-graduate courses if you are considering staying in


Japan for a long time. 





Who can help me?





A very useful group is The Japan Association for Language Teachers. They are not a


union, but rather a professional organization. Members can attend regular monthly


meetings to stay up to date with teaching ideas. 





The most important source of help is other foreigners in Japan. There's no point in


isolating yourself from other gaijin in an attempt to become Japanese. It'll only drive you


mad. Talk to the local gaijin. 





If you want advice on any subject while you're in Japan, Tokyo English Life Line is an


excellent source of help. They'll try to help you with everyday questions about life in


Japan. 





And finally (for the time being)





I know that this is still a very sketchy description of life here in Japan. I hope to update


and expand the information here, and so I would appreciate your comments on what


kind of information you'd like to see on this page, please. bigsteve@beingnet.or.jp 


